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Get Started
with the
Grow a Tree 

project!
Did you know 2011 is the International 
year of  Forests? 

Have fun growing your very own trees and 
learning about science, nature and the important 
role trees play in maintaining a     
              healthy ecological balance.

                     Visit www.trees4life.ca to order fun                            
                         kits for your school, class or group.

                             Trees for Life Canada is a               
                             non-profit organization dedicated                     
                              to bringing early environmental                          
                            education to children around the                            
                          world.

                      Order now before March 31st to                  
                 ensure your kits will arrive before Earth     
               Day 2011.
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You’re on the AIR!
“Did You Know?” 
Environmental Fun Facts

Use the World Wide Web to search 
out some fun and informative facts 
about the environmental cause. 
Vote in your classroom for the best 
ones to announce “on air”

Here are some examples:
 
     Did you know that whenever 
energy is made or used it creates 
some form of  pollution? That is 
why it is important to conserve or 
save energy whenever you can.
     Did you know that trees are 
natural air filters, too? Their leaves 
filter out all sorts of  things in the 
air from dust to pollution. In turn, 
they produce the oxygen we need 
to breathe. Isn’t that nice of  them?

Kids Kick Butt!

Use the World Wide Web to dig up 
some kid-sized inspiration. It’s not 
just important environmental 
scientists and activists who make 
a difference. Kids do all sorts of  
fantastic and impactful things 
everyday to help the planet.

Work as a class to compile a few 
great examples into a radio spot! 

Here are some examples:

     An elementary school class 
decided that they were going to 
collect all of  the garbage and litter 
that surrounded their school. They 
collected almost 60 pounds of  
litter. What a great way to keep 
their community green!
     Claire, a 4th grader decided she 
was going to take a stand against 
the use of  disposable foam. She 
created a presentation and 
showed it to a community 
gathering. Her message was so 
powerful that disposable foam is 
now banned from all of  the 
government buildings in her area, 
including her school! She’s also 
the first kid-member of  her town’s 
Green Committee!

Cut out waste in the first place!

The critical first step of  waste 
prevention “Reducing” often gets 
forgotten about because so much 
attention is focused on Recycling. 
Use the World Wide Web, or 
brainstorm as a class all of  the 
ways you can “cut out waste in the 
first place.”  

Write a radio spot with handy tips 
for take home or at school.

Here are some examples:

At home:
     Ask an adult to take a reusable 
mug with them for takeout coffee.
     Take reusable bags with you on 
shopping trips. While you’re there, 
choose products with less or no 
packaging.
     Choose not to bring disposable 
products into your 
house (paper 
plates, or one-
time use 
cleaning tools 
such as throw 
away dusters,
 mop heads etc).

At school:
     Try not to print from the 
computer or make photo copies 
unnecessarily. If  you must, 
choose to print and copy double 
sided.
     Bring lunches and snacks to 
school that don’t require 
packaging. Apples, oranges and 
bananas have built in eco-friendly 
packaging, whereas a pre-made 
fruit cup does not!
     Air dry your hands instead of  
using paper towels. 

Work as a class to research and write radio 
spots for the morning and afternoon 
announcements at your school. Choose one, 
two or all three ideas from below!
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Collect reusable and recyclable materials for use with this fun art 
project (newspaper, string, cardboard, old magazines etc.).

Brainstorm with your students a list of  great slogans and images 
for use in an Earth Week Awareness poster campaign or school 
wide door decorating competition. 

Bring your slogans and images to life with a series 
of  posters for mounting around the school, or 
decorate classroom doors using only recycled 
material.

                           Environmentally friendly sticky tape is hard to 
                            find so use sparingly or mount using pushpins and 
                             recycled string where you can. You can make your own  
                           environmentally friendly, non-toxic glue by mixing flour and water 
                         to make a paste. 

Environmental Awareness Campaign

I love
my

tree

!
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Challenge YOUR School

Set your sights on ridding 
the school grounds or local 
community of  litter. Create a 
measurable goal such as 
weight of  litter collected or 
participation by every 
member of  the school. Don’t 
forget to celebrate your 
successes!

Pick an hour in the day 
where classes can operate 
by natural light, or better yet, 
enjoy an educational activity 
outside!

Review all of  the ways that 
lunches can be packed 
without the use of  plastic 
baggies, juice boxes, tinfoil, 
waxed paper, cans and tetra 
packs. Appoint student 
marshals to help sort all 
excess at the end of  lunch 
into either recycling or green 
bins. Can your school go all 
the way litterless?

Stage a talent show, or have 
a bake sale in order to raise 
funds for your school’s 
favourite environmental 
cause. Set a goal and see if  
you can reach your goal. 
Remember to celebrate your 
successes!

Challenge every student to 
turn off  the computer, 
television or video games 
each night at home in favour 
of  reading a book, playing a 
family board game or getting 
outside for some exercise. 
Have students report back. 
You can calculate energy 
savings as a school using 
this example:

Clean Team Lights Out
or Get Out

Litterless Lunch

Get creative 
for the Cause

Power Outage

2

30 students each turn off  
the tv, computer or 
videogames for one 
hour on a given 
evening. Together, 
they have avoided creating 
FOUR POUNDS of  CO    
pollution!

Choose a challenge or a series of  challenges for your school during 
Earth Week. They may even become an on-going initiative at your school.
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